
 

Emergency Contact number: 0497 363 303. 
 

 Route Notes Sunday: Nowa Nowa to Orbost. 40 km 

 

Facilities along the Trail: 

 Food. The only place to buy food near the trail is at Newmeralla, which is only 4 km before Orbost. The 

petrol station on the highway sells a range of fast foods. Our lunch site is in Forest Park, Orbost at the 

end of the ride. 

 Water: You will be able to refill your water bottles just past our rest stop at Partellis Crossing, about 17 

km after leaving Nowa Nowa. This is the only place to refill water along the route. 

 Tea and Coffee! We are providing tea and coffee at the rest stop where the trail crosses Partellis 

Crossing  Rd, about half way along the ride. 

 Toilets: There is a toilet approximately half way between Orbost and Nowa Nowa at the rest stop  

where the trail crosses Partellis Crossing Rd.  If you need to use a ‘natural toilet’ amongst the trees 

please ensure you bury any toilet paper – it does not degrade rapidly! 

 

 

Route description 

From Nowa Nowa to Orbost the trail is hard packed gravel, winding mostly through beautiful forest, 

occasionally opening out into farmland. Although the Princes Hwy is little more than 1 km away, you rarely see 

or hear it giving a wonderful sense of peace and serenity in the forest. 

 

Leaving Nowa Nowa: Ride past the general store and through the underpass. Follow the footpath across the 

river, staying to the RIGHT immediately past the bridge. This will then continue on to the rail trail. There is a 

short, but unkind hill in the first kilometer of the trail where a realignment of the highway has stolen the old rail 

alignment, diverting the trail briefly up and over a hill. From this point there is a steady but gentle climb to where 

the trail crosses Fairweather track. This is the longest climb of the day and is over and done with in the first 6 

kilometres. 

 

There a couple of short steep diversions around existing or former trestle bridges, but otherwise the trail on to 

Orbost is very gently undulating, until the last downhill to the Snowy River Floodplain. The path into Orbost has 

winds around the back of the playing fields and caravan park, bringing you to the trail by the river. Forest Park 

is a few 100 metres along the track. 

Features 

 The magnificent Wairewa Trestle Bridge, about 7 km east of Nowa Nowa. 

 The Friends of East Gippsland Rail Trail have installed interpretive sign boards along the whole of this 

section of trail, describing various features from wild flowers to wild fires. 

 Just before reaching Orbost, the Rail Trail becomes the link path to Orbost. This point has been the 

focal area for both extensive revegetation by a local landcare group, and restoration of 2 other historic 

trails, the old Coach Rd and a trail to the end of the extensive timber viaduct.   

Cautions: 

 The diversions around the bridges etc are much steeper  than the rest of the trail, and some have tight 

turns – take care. 

 

EXTRA SWEAT – SUNDAY 

 The short but sweet and sweaty Extra Sweat Option leaves the rail trail only 3 km from Orbost, following the 

Old Coach Road back up the escarpment and along to Grand View lookout. Perched above the floodplain, the 

lookout gives spectacular views over the old timber rail bridge below, across the floodplain and over to the 

mountains. Return is via the same route back to the rail trail.  

 

Another short diversion of just a few hundred metres leads to the start of the actual timber bridge itself, now 

crowded around with regrowing trees. A campaign is underway to restore the bridge as a walking / cycling 

surface. 

Both of these trails start where the official rail trail finishes, and the path becomes the link track to Orbost. 

 



 

Emergency Contact number: 0497 363 303. 
 

Cautions – Extra Sweat. 

 This route is a ‘there and back’ so there will be riders in each direction on the Old Coach Road which is 

quite narrow. Take care especially on the return downhill run and be mindful of others on the track. 

 A section of this route is on a public road – very light traffic only, but please be mindful of vehicles. 

 

Route Time schedule  

 

Our route support -  signs, marshals and back up vehicles - are available within the time frames shown. If you 

choose to ride earlier or later than these times our support is not available to you. If you are struggling to keep 

to the time frames our support vehicle will be very happy to assist! 

 

8.00 Ride Briefing at campsite 

9.00 Latest to leave Nowa Nowa 

11.00 Rest area Partellis Xing close 

12.00  Extra Sweat start  - latest time to leave. 

1.00 pm route closed. 

12 – 1.00 Lunch available – Forest Park Orbost 

1.30 Lunch closed 

2.15 Ready to board buses 

2.30 Buses depart for Bairnsdale 

 

Stay safe! 

Ambulance/ Police/ Fire:  

Phone 000 OR 112 from mobile phone. 

Phone coverage: If not available and after trying 112 ride towards the main road – refer to map.  

Try and be aware of your location at all times by noting names of cross roads. 

 

Event Emergency Contact: 0497 363 303 printed on reverse side of your name tag 

This is our dedicated incoming line for riders experiencing difficulty of any sort. Phone or text. 

 

Trail surface: 

Unsealed tracks can change unpredictably with weather and usage. Stay alert at all times for sticks, stones, 

soft patches, loose gravel and ruts. 

 

Hot weather: 

Remember to keep drinking! You can fill up your water bottle along the way each day. If the weather is 25 

degrees or more, you should drink at least 2 bottles of water on each day of the ride. 

 

Cold weather: 

Make sure you carry a jumper and or water proof jacket with you on your bike every day. Weather can suddenly 

turn cool: if you are held up for any reason you may find yourself getting very cold. 

 

Share the trail: 

Treat other trailer users with respect to avoid accidents. If passing others, call out or sound your bell to let them 

know you are passing – and keep your ears open for others letting you know they wish to pass, especially if 

you are riding in a group or in the centre of the trail. Slow down to pass others – particularly important on 

downhill sections. 

Passing Horses: Slow down! Make sure the rider is aware of your presence well in advance, and give them 

time to move off the trail. 

 


