
 

Event Emergency Contact number:  0497 363 303 
 

 Route Notes Friday:  Bairnsdale to Bruthen 32 km 

 

Facilities along the Trail: 

 Food. We will be having lunch at Nicholson River Winery, 12 km from the start. There will be toilets 

and water, as well as lunch provided at the winery. After leaving Bairnsdale the small township of 

Nicholson, 2 km before lunch, is only place food can be purchased until Bruthen  There is a minimal 

general store ( but with outstanding home made pies) and a pub. 

 Water:  

o Nicholson has drinking water to refill bottles – turn off the trail at the bridge over the river, follow 

this path along the waters edge and under the highway and you will reach a park with toilets 

and water. ( about 500 m from the trail) 

o You will be able to refill your water bottles from our water drums at Pages Road intersection – 

about half way between lunch and Bruthen. 

 Toilets: Nicholson has the only toilets along the route other than our lunch site – location as for water. 

 

Route description 

The first 10 km of the trail is sealed after which it becomes a hard packed gravel surface. The trail passes 

through farmland, with a corridor of trees along the trail with gentle undulations. 

 

Our lunch site at Nicholson River Winery is 2 km off the trail, on sealed roads which will get light local traffic. 

The turn off, about 1.5 km after you have ridden across the magnificent bridge over the Nicholson River, will be 

signposted from the Trail. If you are uncomfortable riding on the road, our sag wagon will be pleased to take 

you from the trail to the lunch site and back again.  

 

The highest point of the days ride has been reached where the trail crosses Pages Road, about 18 km from 

Bairnsdale, after which it is slightly downhill or flat for the remaining 12 km into Bruthen. 

 

Features 

 If you are a grown up, you’ll get a wine tasting voucher in your check in kit to use at the Winery at lunch 

time. Remember to imbibe responsibly – you are riding after lunch! 

 Stop to take in the views back over the Gippsland Lakes from the seat at the Harmans Road crossing. 

 2 short tunnels take you under the roads at Bumberrah 

 Stop to admire the old hop kilns as you enter the open country of the Tambo Valley a few km before 

Bruthen 

 

Cautions 

There are 2 highway crossings – please take care! 

 

The first of these is just 5 km after the start, crossing the highway in a 100 km zone. Please ensure that you 

have checked the road carefully for yourself, don’t just follow the riders in front of you: follow any directions 

given to you by a marshal at that point. 

 

The second major crossing is just 2 km before Bruthen, again at a 100 km zone. Check the road before 

crossing! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Event Emergency Contact number:  0497 363 303 
 

Route Time Schedule  

 

Our route support -  signs, marshals and back up vehicles - are available within the time frames shown. If you 

choose to ride earlier or later than these times our support is not available to you. If you plan to ride the Extra 

Sweat section, make sure to allow enough time to reach the start of the Extra Sweat section inside the time 

frames. If you are struggling to keep to the time frames our support vehicle will be happy to assist! 

 

10.30 Ride Briefing  

12 – 1.00 Lunch available – Nicholson 

1.30 Lunch closed 

3.00 pm Pages Rd Rest Area closed 

5.00 pm Route closed 

 

Stay safe! 

Ambulance/ Police/ Fire:  

Phone 000 OR 112 from mobile phone. 

Phone coverage: If not available and after trying 112 ride towards the main road – refer to map.  

Try and be aware of your location at all times by noting names of cross roads. 

 

Event Emergency Contact: 0497 363 303 this is on the reverse side of your name tag. 

This is our dedicated incoming line for riders experiencing difficulty of any sort. Phone or text. 

 

Trail surface: 

Unsealed tracks can change unpredictably with weather and usage. Stay alert at all times for sticks, stones, 

soft patches, loose gravel and ruts. 

 

Hot weather: 

Remember to keep drinking! You can fill up your water bottle along the way each day. If the weather is 25 

degrees or more, you should drink at least 2 bottles of water on each day of the ride. 

 

Cold weather: 

Make sure you carry a jumper and or water proof jacket with you on your bike every day. Weather can suddenly 

turn cool: if you are held up for any reason you may find yourself getting very cold. 

 

Share the trail: 

Treat other trailer users with respect to avoid accidents. If passing others, call out or sound your bell to let them 

know you are passing – and keep your ears open for others letting you know they wish to pass, especially if 

you are riding in a group or in the centre of the trail. Slow down to pass others – particularly important on 

downhill sections. 

Passing Horses: Slow down! Make sure the rider is aware of your presence well in advance, and give them 

time to move off the trail. 


